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Anglo-saxon manuscripts: Risk Assessment 
 

Activity Hazard Precaution Risk 
Saxon Year • None identified • None
Making Ink • Boiling tannin source 

Bunsen Burners 
• Flask put in place before 

Bunsen lit. 
• Flask not touched during 

heating. 
• Flask allowed to cool before 

removal 

Low 

 • Making fixative 
Boiling water 

• Adults dispense boiling water 
into boiling tubes in racks on 
bench 

Low 

 • Adding FeSO4. 
Harmful if swallowed 

• Students warned not to eat 
FeSO4 

Very 
Low 

 • Adding soot 
No hazard identified 

N/a None 

Making Quills • Craft knives • Students closely supervised 
• Cutting mats and craft knives 

used. 
• Students shown how to cut 

away from themselves and 
onto the mat. 

 

Vellum • None identified N/a None 
Best Ink • None identified N/a None 
 


