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Post War – The Story of DNA: Risk Assessment 
 

Activity Hazard Precaution Risk 
Chargaff’s base 
ratio experiment 

None identified None required None 

Franklin’s 
X ray diffraction 
experiment 

• Eye damage from laser 
pointer (class 3A laser) 

• Students warned not to point 
laser towards anyone’s eyes 

• Laser pointers only used 
inside boxes

Low 

Watson’s base 
pairing models 

None identified None required None 

 


